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hear it, but hose who did eay; that. it was listened 
to with profound attention—~that it was, practical, 
pithy, and full of marrew ;, thet the, new wearers 
of the Bachelor’s, honors will be. the better;for it, 
years to. come—which is saying a good.deal, since 
to, my, certain knowJedge, a.great, many Bacealau- 
reate, 5 .are..Baccalaureate Bores'; dry dis- 
quisitions on topics of theological. inquiry—not ine 
tereat—over which these who do not sleep may be 
set down as. eminently polite men,-and 20 far 
promising of great usefulness. .. 

Monday, night the Sweetzer prizes. were contest” 
ed for--Mr. MigHiin (Junior).and PHi..irs (So" 
phomore) taking:the first.awards..: . 














The.,.Phi ,Beta, Kappa Society had. a meeting 
Tuesday. The Chapter. is young kere, and in con: 









































sequence the gathering of square:gold-keyed gen- 
tlemen was not large, mor, te judge from the re: 
pert of insiders;: enthusiastic: In the afternoon 
the great Church was. crammed -to!hear the Rev, 
Dr. NEHEMIAH ADama,'of the: South Side View, 
discourse on the: family of States, tothe Phi Beta. 
It. was. very goodand a great’ imany slept well un- 
der.it. It was:notlacking in particularly brilliant 
passages; and thus it wassound as a nut and emi 























| mently respectable, “It fs nat customary. for any 
of the audience to leave, however moving the dis- 
cenpeniengy nas 0a he Indien tinigalioeiant is 
below sat it out-with Christian pa- 
tence. By the way, that separation of the sexes 
would work besutifally at your next University 
Commencement ; it would rid. the house of a per- 
petual tittering that I.amtold is not very much 
enjoyed by orators, and, for its novelty, would af- 
ford the young gentlémen who bear off. the honor 
a moat wholesome rest. at an improper hour from 
furious flirtations. 

W ENDELL PHILuirs, inthe forenoon of the same 
day, (Tuesday,) delivered ‘an oration before the 
Social Union, with great effect. It was the,same, 
substantially, which-onee:before he has delivered 
—concerning ‘the ‘relations® oF ‘Géhidlats to the 
times—e masterly oration, tempered. and. touched 
up to the present Mobody.alept while he 
talked,—the houge was as still as a. sehureh - ever 
should be.. Some: older graduates’ may wish to 
kiiow' what" is this’ “ Social Union,” at whose in- 
vitation Mr. PxnuLirs 
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Oup Pour Comyort, Va, 10, 1680, 

In my letter; yesterday, I gavi tia Shetpre 
of the Ties a brief hietorical sketch of Old: Point 
Comfort, as a Summer resort for ‘invalids "and 
pleasure-seekers. I now propose to glance, at: it 
as a military post and fortification. It wae stated 
that in 1614 the British troops landéd here ‘and. 
established their rendezvous, while they’ burned 
the town of Hampton and laid waste the'surround- 
ing country. Not until this time an the Ameri. 
can Congress appreciate not only the importance 
of a system of sea-coast. Setters teaiee Dooce 
pense and demoralizing tendency of .calligg to- 
gether large bodies of Citizens 'to covér extensive 
lines of field-works, as was the case at. New-York 
during the last war with England, It Was detér- 
mined to establish a system ppt ca 
acter, and a corps pf Engineers: was established, 
who made @ Close exaiiination of dtir Whole coast, 
examining all existing works, and selecting points 
for new fortifications. Old Point Comfort was se- 
lected ‘ag One of thése sites—as the action of the 
British troops had demonstrated the absolute ne- 
SS defences at’ thie ‘entrance of’ the 
Chesapeake 

ABBOTT ye that just before the capitulation of 
Ulm, Naporson sent Captain BrewaRp, 
officer of Engineers, on an important reconn 
ing expedition. With great skill and‘ incepta 
he prosecuted his mission, advancing alm to 
Vienna: Om bis return, NaPoLeont y Reg 
amined him, and was much pleased with his an- 
swets. Among other things, he remarked that it 
would be of great. advantage to direct the army 
upon Vienna, passing by the fortified places, and 
that once master of the Capital the Emperor might 
dictate laws for the whole Austrian monarchy, 
This was taking too great a liberty. Naro.zon 
severely replied, “You are very presumptuous !’a 
young officer to pretend to trace out #’ 
for me! Go ‘and await my orders.”’ 86° s00n ‘as 
the young man had retired, Narotxon turned to 
General Rapp and said, “ There.is.a man of merit ; 


he has observed correctly ; T shall not expose him | 


to the risk of being shot—I shall have occasion 
for him by-and-by.” This young man fihally be- 
camé an Aid to NaPOLEoN end one of the mest’ 
distinguished engineers in the world. It was he 
who plannéd Fort Monroe at Old Point Comfort! 
Through the infltence of Mr. GaLtattn, himself a 
foreigner, General BERNARD was appointed at the 
head of the Board of Commissions on Sea-Coast 
Defences, and with him were associated Commo- 


- dores Lewis Wakkinegros and J: D. Ectrort, 


Chiéf-Engineer J. G. Swrrt, Colonel of Engineers 
W. K. ABMsTzaD, and Major of Bagineers, Wu 
McKzz.. 

Fresh fromthe Grand Army of NaPo.xon, 
General Brxvakpb liad the most extravagant. ideas 
of military works,.and planned his fortifications 
to be garrisoned, not by hundreds. and thousands; 
but by tens and hundreds of thousands: He had 
a notion that the’strength of this country, like that 
of his native land, depended, in great. measure, 


* | upon the impregnability and capacity of her lines 


of fortifications.. He had not yet learned that the 
true strength of a land of Liberty laid in the stout 
, hearts and strofig“arms of her brave yeomanry. 
Under these circumstances was old Fort. Monroe 
planned and constructed, with her massive strength 
and enormous proportions. 

T now find within the garrison five companies of 
troops and 30 officers, Three more companies ate 
shortly expected, with a proportionate. number of 
officers. en a list of the officers 
now 
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Col. Renz E. Dz Rossy, of the Rnginser Corps, 
commands outside of the fort and has charge of 
the Government property, itcluding ‘a number, of |: 
buildings, shops and ordnance stores, 

In time ef war it would require 3,450 men to 
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jers, 10 24 pomide, “4 18-pounders, 28 ‘12-pound 
ers, 12 field pieces, 16 flank howitzers, 20 heavy 

8-inch howitzers, 6 light do..318 inch mortars, 7 
‘heavy 10-inch. do, 3 light do., 5 8-inch: doi, 6 
16-inch stone mortars, 15 cochorne—making a total 
of 871 guns, costing $335,210—the fortification 
without the ermainent, having cost the Govern. : 


ment $2,402.47 

A notice of the“ Raps, “the “ sin 4} 

poné for another letter, as closing 

Er woul not be “aftertine.” Ip noes | 
yely upon it we are enjoying ourselves “hugely 
The proper.season for visiting Old Point is 
now at hand | and though many of the old 
are leaving, others are crowding in. Mosq 
are unknown here, and the fish are 
finer and more abundant every day. a % 





ee eee 
Visiters at Old Peint—Ex-President Tyler— 
The Belle of the Peint—Rich 
Chowder Party—Deserters, de » dc. 
Weluselapring ft iss.” 
The sudden and nnexpected roar of cannon, 
last evening, from the rampatts “of Port Monroe, 
startled the guests at Old Point, and made the 
“ Hygeia” tremble under the. loud burst.of sound. 
The inquiry. upon. the lips“of every one was, 
“ What means this firing 7° It appeared that three 
soldiers had deserted, and the firing was designed 
to notify the sentinels.at the outposts. The notifi. 
cation, however, did no .good, as the deserters 
have not been arrested. 
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